6            INVISIBLE HELPERS

Their idea of the after-death state would be rather
to let themselves be absorbed in some representation?
of the Deity, and so obtain great advancement. No-
doubt, after the advancement was attained they
might be of use to humanity, but hardly at the
present intermediate stage. Also there was little
need of help among the dead of their own people,,
(because the Hindu religion teaches its followers
| something of the states after death, so that the

(Indian when he dies would be by no means alarmed

"?

]or disturbed. The thought that the dead might

need help beyond the ordinary Shraddha ceremony
would be somewhat foreign to the Indian mind; so*
the fact remains that very little organized work was-
done.

The feeling of the Theosophists who in the begin-
ning took up this work was, first of all, that they
should not waste the hours of sleep, and secondly,
that here was grea*t scope for an activity in which
every person who knew even a little about the
conditions of that world could be of use.  So
they threw themselves into it and did what they
could.

There have been other religions which taught in
minute detail the conditions of the life after death,.
The Egyptian religion did so, but its methods were
Atlantean; its votaries had no idea of generalisation.
They knew a vast multiplicity of cases, but never